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INSIDE  N.l. 


MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN'S  REPORT 

January,  1992  Applications  for  Membership:  The  following  persons  have 

applied  for  membership.  If  no  written  objections  are  received  by  April 
1,  1992,  their  membership  will  become  effective  on  that  date. 

2375-MT  Harold  Harvey,  1537  University  Drive,  Lawrence,  Kansas  66044 
(Crown  Size  Coppers  of  the  World) 

2376  Michael  McCormick,  6858  W.  Schubert  Ave.,  Chicago,  IL  60635 

2377  Mark  D.  Hagen,  M.  AG,  P.  0.  Box  490,  Rigaud,  Quebec,  Canada 
JOP  1P0  --  (Modern  Proofs  with  Wildlife  Themes) 

2378- MT  Jose  Luiz  C.  Fernandes,  Av.  Rui  Barbosa  286,  Casa  1, 

Niteroi  RJ  24250,  Brazil 

(World  Coins  & Banknotes,  Brazilian  Currency,  Literature) 

2379- MT  Edward  C.  Fonseca,  1268  Main  St.,  Suite  193,  Tweksburg,  MA 

01876  --  (World  Pennies,  Cents,  Etc.;  Canadian  Coins,  World 
Coins) 


LIFE  MEMBERSHIPS 


Life  Memberships  are  available  to  members  of  three  years  standing  upon 
application  to  the  Board  of  Governors  and  the  payment  of  the  $200.00 
fee.  Conditional  Life  Membership  is  available  upon  payment  of  $60.00 
down  and  four  quarterly  payments  of  $35.00. 

•k'kic'k'k 


DONATIONS  REPORT 


The  following  donations  have  been  received  since  the  last  report: 


Name 


Donati on 


Preference  of  Use 


CARMACK,  David  E 
COLES,  Peter  J. 
DANIEL,  Howard 
HAVEL,  James 
LYNN,  Kennie  M. 
THORNTON,  Susan 


$25.00  Cash 
$20.00  Cash 
$5.00  Cash 
$10.00  Cash 
$10.00  Cash 
$5.00  Cash 


General  Operating  Fund 
NI  Library  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
NI  Library  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 


'k'k'k'k'k 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 

I.  Our  thanks  to  Frank  Sedwick  for  the  donation  of  his  new  book  to 
the  NI  Library: 


3 


FE20 . Sed  F : 1 99 1 : GCGC 
SEDWICK,  FRANK 

The  Gold  Coinage  of  Gran  Columbia.  (Columbia,  Ecuador,  Vene- 
zuela) 

Pub.  1991,  90pp,  illus. 

II.  1991  was  a good  year  with  the  addition  of  sixty-five  new  titles 
to  the  NI  Library,  but  we  would  like  to  remind  our  membership  that 
sustained  growth  depends  largely  on  your  donations.  If  you  are  hav- 
ing problems  with  storage,  or  your  collecting  interest  has  changed 
please  keep  us  in  mind.  You  can  always  borrow  the  book  back  if  you 
suddenly  find  that  you  need  to  refer  to  it  again.  Passing  it  on  to 
us  allows  others  to  have  access  to  it.  This  request  applies  equally 
well  to  your  excess  numismatic  magazines,  newspapers,  and  catalogs. 

We  should  also  remind  our  members  who  might  be  contemplating  a talk 
to  a local  coin  club,  or  any  group  interested  in  some  facet  of  numis- 
matics, that  we  have  a sizeable  collection  of  slides  covering  a wide 
variety  of  topics.  We  are  here  to  serve  you. 

Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr., Book  Librarian 
James  D.  Haley,  Periodical  Librarian 

**★**★******★★*★**■*■  ***★******■*•■*■*•*•*★•*•***  ****■*■*■*•★*■*■  ■*■**•*■*•*  -k-k-k-k-k-k-k-k-k-k-k-k-k-k 


IN  MEMORI AM 

GEORGE  H.  BECHT,  NI  #1651 

George  H.  Becht  died  peacefully  on  15  October  at  his  home  in 
Rochester,  Minnesota.  He  was  82  years  old.  Fran,  his  wife  of 
60  years,  survives  him,  as  does  his  son,  daughter-in-law  and 
two  granddaughters. 

George  Becht  was  a banker  on  Long  Island  and  in  New  York  City. 
His  career  spanned  the  middle  half  of  our  century.  George  had 
a deep  and  wise  insight  into  men  and  affairs  in  his  world  and, 
if  the  spirit  had  moved  him,  he  could  have  been  a second  Louis 
Auchincloss. 

In  the  late  1940s,  more  or  less  as  a therapeutic  relaxation, 
he  took  up  the  study  and  collecting  of  coins.  In  due  course, 
with  taste  and  discrimination,  he  put  together  one  of  the  great 
crown  collections  in  our  country. 

George  was  an  accomplished  numismatist,  and  he  drew  special 
pleasure  as  well  from  bringing  to  life  the  context  and  back- 
ground of  his  material.  Collectors  of  a certain  age  will  not 
forget  his  fine  articles  and  the  talks  he  was  known  for  at  New 
York  coin  clubs  and  shows.  Readers  of  the  NI  BULLETIN  still 
have  in  mind  the  many  fine  articles  he  contributed  plus  the 
resourceful  challenge  of  the  numismatic  cross-word  puzzles  he 
contributed  from  time  to  time  to  this  periodical. 

Randolph  Zander 
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THE  COINAGE  OF  THE  LIVONIAN  ORDER 
KNIGHTS  OF  THE  SWORD  1425-1561 

John  S.  Davenport , Coral  Gables , Florida,  NI  § 602 
(Continued  from  October,  1991) 


Nos.  73-74 


73  2-1/2  (2-3/8)  DUCATS  1560,  n.d.  (10  Marks) 

F 571.  Friedberg  p.  265  #7.  Wenden 

74  1-3/8  DUCATS  n.d. 

GOTHARD  * D * G * - MAGIS  * LIVONIAE.,  armored  bust  r. 

MARIAE  £ FILI  - SERVA  * NOS  crucifix  over  4 part  helmeted 
arms. 

F 576.  Friedberg  p.  265  #8.  Vogel  882. 


75  DUCAT  1559,  n.d. 

.GOTHART  KETLR..M.  T.  ORD.  LIVONI,  armored  bust  r. 
.MARIAE.  FILI.  SERVA.  NOS:,  arms  as  above  dividing  5-9. 
F 565,7.  Wenden. 

76  NECESSITY  TALER  1559  uni  face 

Four  part  arms  with  GM  * ZL  above  and  15  - 59  below. 

A.  Without  rosettes  at  sides. 

B.  With  + at  sides. 

H-C  6294,10592-3.  S-R  5052.  F 566.  Wenden. 


5 


No.  76 


No.  77 


77  NECESSITY  1/2  TALER  1559,  1560,  1561 


Similar  to  #76  with  bows  on  all  four  sides. 
F 567,72,75. 


* GOTHARD'  *D*-*G*M*  LIVONI , ornate  4 part  arms. 

* MONETA  * NO  - (VA)  * RIGE(NSIS)  *,  whole  or  half  date, 
small  ci ty  arms . 

F 559-61.  S 272-3.  H-C  6295,8372. 


80  FERDING  1560,  1561,  n.d. 

orb  GOTHART  * M * LIVON(I)  .(date),  4 part  arms. 

* MONE  * NO  * REVAL ( I ) ( E ) , half  date.  Order  cross. 

A.  With  60  on  both  sides. 

H-C  4479-80,6449,8478-9,82-4.  F 168-9,72.  S 547-8,51-7. 
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81  FERDING  1560,  n.d. 

orb  GOTHART  + D + G + M + LI  VON,  as  above. 

0 MONE(TA) . NO(VA).  IN.  REVAL(IE),  as  above. 

A.  Without  the  IN. 

H-C  6450,8480-1.  F 174.  S 541-6,49-50. 

82  FERDING  1560,  n.d. 

orb  GOTHART  * (D)  * (G)  * M( AG)  * LIVON(IE),  as  above. 
* MONETA  * NOVA  * IN  * ARCE  * REVA(LI),  as  above. 

H-C  6451-2.  F 170,5.  S 548. 


.D  * G.  GOTHART.  KETLER  .59.,  armored  bust  r. 
orb  o MAG  o TEVT  o ORDO  o LIVONE,  4 part  arms. 
H-C  6181.  F 570.  Wenden. 


84  FERDING  1559 

+ GOTHRT  . KEDLER  + D.  G.,  half  facing  bust  r. 

+.  MAG.  TEVT.  ORD  LIVOE,  orb,  4 part  arms  dividing  5-9. 
F 569.  Wenden. 


85  FERDING  1560 
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GOTHARD  D o G o MAGIST  o LIVON(I),  4 part  arms  dividing  6-0. 
MONETA  & NOVA  ® MAGIS  ^ LIVON(I),  Order  cross. 

F 574.  S 62-3.  H-C  6182.  Wenden. 

86  SCHILLING  1560,  1561,  n.d. 

GOT  - HARTcDd-  xD*G*M*-  LIVO,  family  arms  on  Order  cross. 
* MONETA  * NOVA  * RIGE(NS)TE,  small  ci tv  arms  dividing  date. 

H-C  8371.  F 559,62.  S 274-8.  NUM.  630-34. 


87  SCHILLING  1560,  1561,  n.d. 


GOTH  - ARD  - D.  G.  M - LIVO,  family  arms  on  Order  cross. 
* MONETA  * NOVA  * RIGE(NS),  small  city  arms. 

H-C  6296.  F 564.  S 274,5,7,8.  ' 


88  SCHILLING  1560,  1561,  n.d. 


orb  GOTHART  * M * L(IVONIE),  Ketler  arms. 

MO  * - NO  * - REV  - A( LI ) , half  date.  Order  cross. 
H-C  4481-2.  F 171,3,6. 


89  ARTIG  1561 

Family  arms  dividing  1 -5-6-1 . 
Small  city  arms. 

F 563. 


(To  be  continued) 


********************************************************************** 


THE  SEVERAL  NAMES  OF  ISTANBUL,  TURKEY 


Constanti nople 
Byzanti urn 

Teofilaktos  (Greek) 
Nuova  Roman  (Roman) 
Farrouk  (Arabian) 


(Submitted  by  Ron  Herneshen) 


8 


YUGOSLAVIAN  PRETENDER  PIECES, 


In  November  of  1945  the  newly  formed  Constitutional  Assembly  of  the 
state  of  Yugoslavia,  as  its  first  act,  voted  to  abolish  monarchy  and 
declare  the  country  a National  Federal  Popular  Republic.  At  first 
consideration,  this  act  would  seem  to  affect  only  King  Peter  II,  the 
reigning  king  of  Yugoslavia  and  his  family,  the  house  of  Karageorge- 
vitch.  However,  there  are  four  different  families  that  can  make 
legitimate  claims  to  be  the  rightful  reigning  dynasty  of  either  whole 
or  part  of  Yugoslavia.  cThis  is  not  mentioning  the  imperial  families 
of  Austri a-Hungary  and  Turkey,  the  royal  house  of  Bulgaria,  and  the 
senior  line  of  the  House  of  Savoy.  All  of  these  families  were  sov- 
ereigns of  parts  of  Yugoslavia  during  this  century.  However  they 
were  so  as  over  occupied  territories,  not  as  monarchs  of  specifically 
those  regions.!  Furthermore,  each  of  these  families  has  been  repre- 
sented, since  1945,  with  some  notable  numismatic  reminder  of  its 
claims,  or,  at  least,  of  its  continued  existence.  The  nature  of  the 
pieces  vary  considerably,  but  considered  as  a group,  they  remind  us 
of  the  extraordi nari ly  turbulent  history  that  Yugoslavia  has  had 
since  1804,  when  it  first  began  its  reemergence  from  Turkish  domin- 
ati on. 

It  was  the  leader  of  the  Serbian  revolt  of  1804,  George  Petrovich, 
called  Karageorge  (or  Black  George)  who  founded  the  dynasty  of  Kara- 
georgevitch.  It  was  this  family  which  ruled  Yugoslavia  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  Second  World  War.  King  Peter  II  fled  his  country  in  1941 
in  face  of  the  German  invasion  and  was  never  to  return.  He  would  die 
in  exile  in  the  United  States  in  1970. 


The  Karageorgevi tch  family  is  represented  in  this  series  by  an  "essay 
crown"  which  King  Peter  II  authorized  to  be  issued  in  1967.  This 
piece  was  struck  by  the  Franklin  Mint.  The  obverse  of  this  39  milli- 
meter piece  shows  King  Peter's  head  facing  right,  with  his  name  and 
title  in  Serbo-Croatian  in  both  Cyrillic  and  Roman  alphabets  and  the 
date.  The  reverse  shows  the  royal  arms  of  Yugoslavia  and  the  Serbo- 
Croatian  inscription  "Sloboda  ili  Smrt"  (Freedom  or  Death)  in  both 


POST 


Peter  S.  Horvitz , Philadelphia , Pennsylvania , NI  if 221 5 
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Cyrillic  and  Roman  letters.  Under  the  arms  appears  the  word  "ESSAI" 
in  small  letters.  The  piece  was  struck  in  proof  in  three  different 
metals,  one  specimen  in  18  karat  gold,  803  specimens  in  .999  fine  sil- 
ver, and  738  specimens  in  sterling  silver.  There  were  also  struck 
1,002  proof-like  specimens  in  Franklinium  II.  This  piece,  with  its 
grave  simplicity,  is  exceptionally  handsome  for  a Franklin  Mint  issue. 

The  current  Karageorgevi tch  claimant  to  the  throne  is  King  Peter's 
son.  Price  Alexander,  who  lives  in  Great  Britain.  On  October  6,  1991, 
Prince  Alexander  visited  Yugoslavia  for  the  first  time.  He  was  greet- 
ed with  enthusiasm  by  large  crowds  in  Belgrade.  As  planned,  he  left 
the  country  after  36  hours.  I don't  know  of  any  numismatic  items 
that  represent  Prince  Alexander. 

Between  1817,  with  the  assassination  of  Karageorge,  until  1903,  with 
the  assassination  of  King  Alexander,  Serbian  politics  were  wracked 
with  the  conflict  between  supporters  of  the  Karageorgevi tchs  and  the 
supporters  of  the  family  of  Serbia's  second  liberator,  Milosh  Obreno- 
vitch.  The  Obrenovitchs  remained  dormant  numi smatical ly  from  1903 
until  just  recently.  In  1981  appeared  a 10  dinara  gold  piece  of  the 
current  Obrenovitch  claimant  to  the  Serbian  throne,  Marziano  II. 

This  fantasy  coin  was  issued  to  commemorate  the  25th  anniversary  of 
Marziano  II' s coronation.  The  piece  corresponds  in  size  to  the 


standard  Serbian  10  dinara,  but  is  struck  in  14  carat  gold.  On  the 
obverse  it  portrays  Marziano  enthroned,  crowned,  and  bearing  orb  and 
sceptre,  with  the  date  on  the  figure.  Around  is  an  inscription  in 
Serbian.  On  the  reverse  appear  the  arms  of  Serbia  and  inscription  in 
Serbian,  including  the  denomination.  Approximately  2000  of  these 
coins  were  struck  by  a West  German  mint.  There  also  were  struck  90 
sterling  silver  piefort  versions  of  this  coin. 

In  1982,  Marziano  II  authorized  a second  coin,  a 5 dinara,  sterling 
silver  crown.  The  obverse  of  this  coin  shows  a crowned  bust  of  Mar- 
ziano II  facing  left  in  front  of  the  arms  of  Serbia.  This  piece, 
like  the  preceding,  is  a commemorative,  in  this  case  marking  the  hun- 
dredth anniversary  of  the  constitution.  The  reverse  of  this  piece 
is  particularly  interesting  as  it  portrays  Marziano 's  predecessors 
in  the  Obrenovitch  line  during  that  hundred  years.  Two  of  these 
figures  are  no  strangers  to  coin  collectors,  for  coins  of  King  Milan 
(originally  Prince  Milan)  and  King  Alexander  are  quite  common.  But 
the  other  two  figures,  Orosio  and  Nicholas  II  never  actually  sat  upon 
a throne,  but,  like  Marziano  II,  were  pretenders,  presumably  otherwise 
unknown  in  numismatics.  These  four  figures  are  shown  in  bust  length 
facing  in  different  directions.  There  were  1,999  examples  issued  of 
this  crown.  In  addition  100  examples,  described  as  "patterns",  were 
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issued  in  an  alloy  of  copper,  nickel,  and  aluminum. 

One  very  odd  feature  of  both  of  the  recent  Obrenovitch  pieces  is  that 
they  were  issued  not  only  for  Serbia,  an  area  over  which  the  family 
once  did  rule,  but  also  for  Bosnia,  which  did  not  become  part  of  Yugo- 
slavia until  after  the  First  World  War,  and  over  which  the  Obreno- 
vitchs  never  ruled.  Apparently  the  family  makes  no  claims  to  the 
rest  of  Yugoslavia. 


The  oldest  royal  family  in  Yugoslavia  is  the  house  of  Petrovich, 
which  traces  itself  back  to  1696  as  rulers  and  spiritual  leaders  of 
Montenegro.  [Despite  the  coincidence  of  family  name,  there  seems  to 
be  no  relationship  between  Karageorge  and  the  Vladikas  of  Montenegro.] 


At  the  time  of  the  Second  World  War,  the  head  of  the  Petrovich  line 
was  Michael  (born  1908),  grandson  of  the  last  Montenegrin  ruler.  King 
Nicholas.  During  the  War,  after  the  fall  of  Yugoslavia  to  their 
armies,  Nazi  Germany  and  Fascist  Italy  offered  the  throne  of  Monte- 
negro to  Michael.  Much  to  the  chagrin  of  his  aunt.  Queen  Elena,  wife 
of  Victor  Emmanuel  III,  he  refused  the  appointment.  Michael's  son 
Nikola  was  born  in  1944. 


I know  of  no  pretender  pieces  issued  in  the  name  of  either  Michael  or 
Nikola.  However,  in  1973,  there  were  issued  a very  interesting  and 
beautiful  set  of  medals  which  prominently  displayed  the  family  name 
of  Petrovich.  This  was  a set  of  four  medals  in  honor  of  Peter  II, 
Vladika  or  Prince-Bishop  of  Montenegro  from  1830  to  1851.  The  medals 
were  struck  in  both  silver  and  gold  and  measure  31,  26,  21  and  17 
millimeters.  All  of  the  medals  have  the  same  obverse,  the  head  of 
Peter  II  facing  right.  The  largest  pieces  shows  Mt.  Lovcen  and  Peter's 
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tomb  at  the  crest,  the  next  shows  Peter's  bishop's  cross,  the  third 
the  arms  of  Montenegro,  and  the  smallest  Pegasus,  symbolic  of  Peter's 
reputation  as  Yugoslavia's  greatest  poet.  The  family  name  of  Petro- 
vich is  prominently  displayed  on  the  reverse  of  all  but  the  smallest 
of  these  pieces  in  Cyrillic  letters.  These  medals  were  designed  by 
the  Yugoslave  artist  Nebojsa  Mi  trie  and  were  struck  in  Arezzo,  Italy 
and  Majdanpek,  Yugoslavia. 


The  last  of  the  four  families  I mentioned  at  the  opening  of  this 
article  is  not  a native  Yugoslav  dynasty,  like  the  others  I have  dis- 
cussed, but  the  Italian  family  of  Aosta,  a junior  branch  of  the  Ital- 
ian House  of  Savoy,  the  pretenders  (though  apparently  not  actively) 
to  the  throne  of  Croatia.  In  1941,  Aimone,  the  duke  of  Spoleto,  was 
appointed  by  the  government  of  Mussolini  and  the  Utashi  government  of 
Ante  Pavelich  as  the  king  of  Croatia,  under  the  name  of  Tomislav  II. 
Aimone  was  never  to  be  coronated,  nor  did  he  even  set  foot  in  his 
kingdom.  Nevertheless,  he  certainly  was  the  legal  head  of  the  Inde- 
pendent State  of  Croatia  which  existed  during  the  war,  and  which, 
despite  its  name,  was  heavily  dependent  on  Nazi  Germany  and  Fascist 
Italy.  In  1942,  Aimone  also  became  the  Duke  of  Aosta,  with  the  death 
of  Prince  Amedeo  Umberto,  his  elder  brother.  Aimone  (or  Tomislav  II) 
died  in  Rio  de  Janeiro  in  1948.  His  title  of  Duke  of  Aosta  passed  to 
his  son  Amedeo,  the  current  duke.  Tomislav  II 's  claim  to  the  Croatian 
throne,  presumably,  also  passed  to  his  son,  though  I have  never  seen 
any  mention  of  such  a claim  in  regard  to  the  present  duke,  who  is 
quite  a prominent  figure  in  society. 


In  1964  Duke  Amedeo  was  married  to  Princess  Claudia,  the  daughter  of 
the  Count  of  Paris,  the  Bourbon  claimant  to  the  French  .throne.  (This 
marriage  has  ended  in  divorce,  after  producing  three  children.) 

In  honor  of  this  wedding  there  was  issued  a 31  millimeter  silver 
medal  with  attached  ring.  The  obverse  portrays  the  couple  in  jugate 
profile  facing  right.  Their  names  and  the  date  of  the  wedding  sur- 
round them.  The  reverse  portrays  a crown  above  the  shields  of  Savoy 
and  the  Bourbons.  The  reverse  is  signed  by  the  medallist  Ant.  Berti , 
and  it  was  struck  in  Florence  in  1964.  The  style  of  this  medal  is 
remarkable  for  its  sculpturesque  finish  and  the  elongated  necks  of 
the  portraits.  (Medal  illustrated  following  page.) 

Besides  the  dynastic  connection,  I have  one  other  association  of  my. 
particular  specimen  of  this  medal  with  Croatia.  After  acquiring  this 
piece  in  a coin  shop  in  Venice,  I carried  it  in  my  luggage  to  Zagreb. 
Perhaps  this  is  the  only  example  of  this  medal  to  ever  reach  Croatia. 
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The  present  and  tragic  Civil  War  raging  in  Yugoslavia  may  procude 
unexpected  results.  It  is  not  beyond  the  realm  of  possibility  that 
one  or  more  of  the  royal  houses  of  Yugoslavia  might  be  restored  to 
their  former  domains. 

************************************  ****  ******■*•★■*  **************  ******* 


THE  LION  TALER  OF  CORREGGIO 


Correggio,  in  Italy,  was  named  after  the  famed  Italian  painter,  Antonio 
Allegri  Da  Correggio,  who  was  born  there.  In  1603  Camillo  Austriaco 
struck  a Lion  Taler  in  Correggio  imitating  the  Dutch  type,  and  it  has 
a similar  inscription.  The  obverse  is  with  a warrior  over  a shield 
and  the  reverse  is  the  Lion  rampant.  These  coins  were  struck  in 
direct  competition  with  the  Dutch  Crowns  to  obtain  trade.  Hans 
Schulman  describes  these  interesting  coins  in  his  special  monograph. 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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MEDINS  STRUCK  AT  THE 


CAIRO  MINT  1786-1789 


Kenneth  M.  MaoKenzie  3 Tenafly  3 New  Jevsey3  NI  #Z64 


Misr,  the  name  of  the  mint  (davb  ul-darb/darbhane)^  in  Egypt  under  Otto- 
man rule,  was  situated  in  the  Citadel  which  was  also  the  residence  of 
the  Pasha.  It  was  rebuilt  in  the  Bab  al-'Azab  sector  when  Muhammad 
'Ali  (1805-1848)  took  an  interest  in  restoring  the  Citadel  and  instit- 
uted his  coinage  reform  in  1834. 


The  paper-thin  silver  coins  struck  in  Misr  in  the  name  of  the  ruling 
sultan  (in  Constantinople)  until  the  end  of  the  18th  century  were  cal- 
led medin  (or,  nisf-fidda) , but  the  Turkish  name  was  always  Para. 
Twenty-five  thousand  of  them  constituted  a "purse"  known  as  kise-i 
misri.  The  medin  was  the  chief  Egyptian  coin  in  place  of  the  aache 
and  kurus  used  elsewhere  in  the  Ottoman  Empire,  and  the  minting  of 
them  was  usually  very  careless.  However,  it  should  be  noted  that  'Ali 
Bey  did  strike  40,  20,  10  and  5 medin  coins  in  1183  (1769-70)  and 
similarly  in  Selim  Ill's  reign  the  French  occupation  authorites  struck 
40,  20  and  5 medin  coins  in  1802,  and  in  1804/5  Khurshid  Ahmed  Pasha 
struck  a 40  medin  coin. 2 During  the  years  1757  to  1789  the  medin  was 
minted  legally  at  the  weight  of  0.354gr.  with  50%  silver  content,  but 
in  fact  most  specimens  weigh  between  0.259  and  0.312gr.  with  39.7%  and 
48.6%  silver  content.  (In  1790  and  the  arrival  of  the  French  the 
weight  was  lowered  to  0.308gr.  and  then  to  0.302gr.  On  July  5th,  1798 
the  French  decreed  a weight  of  0.225gr.  and  alloy  of  0.350  with  a value 
of  0.35  francs  when  the  france  equalled  28  medins.) 

In  the  reign  of  Sultan  Abdul  Hamid  I (1774-1789)  his  regnal  year  appear- 
ed on  the  reverse  of  the  coin  until  his  14th  and  15th  years,  when  the 
last  three  digits  of  the  hegira  year  were  used  instead.  During  the 
evening  of  April  6th,  1789  he  suffered  a stroke  and  died  the  next  day, 
within  a few  hours  Selim  III  was  enthroned. 


Accordingly  the  Cairo  mint  followed  directives  from  the  central  mint 

and  medins  with  Sultan  Selim's  tughra  in  its 
first  form  were  struck.  A few  months  later 
new  coins  were  struck  with  his  second  form 
of  tughra  which  he  preferred,  patterned  on 
the  style  of  his  father  Mustafa  Ill's  tughra. 
Both  medins  have  the  accession  date  of  1203 
with  regnal  year  1 on  the  reverse,  both  are 
relatively  scarce  and  the  first  type  is  gen- 
erally unknown  to  cataloguers,-^  unlike  the 
of  Selim's  paras  from  the  Islambol  mint  which  have  been  re- 
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Types  of  Tughra 


two  types 
corded . 


The  coins,  struck  ’al-mccreo'  when  differences  between  the  supposed 
weight  and  actual  weight  occur.  Size:  15- 16mm. 
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Coin  "a": 
0.30gr. 

Obverse: 

Reverse: 

Coin  "b": 
0. 28gr. 

As  above 

Coin  "c": 
0.34gr. 

Obverse : 

Reverse : 

Coin  "d": 
0.36gr. 

Obverse : 

Reverse : 

Tughra  (Khan  Abdul  Hamid  bin  Ahmed  el  musaffer 
da  1 2 3 i ma ) 

Duribe  200  fi  Mi sr  sene  1187  (=  14th  regnal  year) 
but  "201"  (=  15th  regnal  year). 


Tughra  (Khan  Selim  bin  Mustafa  el  muzaffer  da'ima) 
type  1. 

Duribe  1 fi  Mi sr  sene  1203  (regnal  year  1) 

Tughra  (Selim  Khan  bin  Mustafa  el  muzaffer  da'ima) 
type  2. 

Duribe  1 fi  Misr  sene  1203  (regnal  year  1) 


1 - M.  Bernard.  Description  d'Egypte.  Vol.  XVI  (Paris  1825).  Excel- 

lent dissertation  on  the  coinage  and  functioning  of  the  mint. 

2 - Distinguished  by  a star  at  the  left  of  the  tughra.  Very  low 

silver  content. 

3 - Not  yet  given  a catalogue  number  by  Krause-Mi shier , SCWC  editors. 


******** ************************************** ************************ 
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THE  GODS  OF  ROMAN  COINAGE 

Francis  J.  Gemer3  Topeka 3 Kansas 3 NI  # 1085 

According  to  St.  Augustine,  Bishop  of  Hippo,  the  Roman  pantheon  con- 
tained "several"  gods  associated  with  coinage  and  money.  The  Roman 
relgion  was  quite  open  minded  and  generous  in  declaring  god-ship  ac- 
cording to  specific  spirits,  virtues,  and  traits. 

In  his  opus  The  City  of  God  (c.  412-420  A.D.),  St.  Augustine  identi- 
fied the  goddess  Pecunia  (the  origin  of  our  "pecuniary")  as  one  to 
receive  honors  or  sacrifices  so  one  might  have  plenty  of  money;  the 
gods  Aesculanus,  and  his  son  Argentinus,  were  identified  with  one 
having  brass  and  silver  coin.  He  further  makes  the  observation  regard- 
ing the  sequential  development  of  coinage:  "For  they  set  down  Aes- 

culanus as  the  father  of  Argentinus  for  the  reason  that  brass  coin 
began  to  be  used  before  silver.  But  I wonder  Argentinus  has  not  be- 
gotten Aurinus,  since  gold  coin  also  has  followed...." 

St.  Augustine  then  states  in  Book  IV:  "But  as  they  (the  Romans)  knew 

that  such  things  are  granted  to  no  one,  except  by  some  god  freely 
bestowing  them,  they  called  the  gods  whose  names  they  did  not  find 
out  by  the  names  of  those  things  which  they  deemed  to  be  given  by 

them; so  that  the  goddess  who  gives  money  is  called  Pecunia,  and 

money  is  not  thought  to  be  itself  a goddess..." 

How  powerful  were  these  gods?  In  his  discourse  on  the  Roman  religion 
and  its  multitudinous  deities,  St.  Augustine  points  out  that  such  gods 
could  not  have  brought  power  and  expansion  to  the  Roman  Empire.  He 
argues  that  should  the  gods  have  had  such  power,  the  Greeks  would  have 
been  the  beneficiaries  as  they  "worshipped  them  more  honourably  and 
worthily."  Claiming:  "the  Romans  were  able  to  have  gold  money,  al- 

though they  did  not  worship  a god  Aurinus,  so  also  they  could  have 
silver  and  brass  coin,  and  yet  worship  neither  Argentinus  nor  his 
father  Aesculanus...."  It  appears  the  gods  were  identified  but  in 
actuality  not  given  worship. 

The  gods  were  named  by  the  Romans  to  explain  the  world  around  them. 

They  frequently  adopted  and  adapted  gods  from  the  East  (Greece, 
Byzantium,  Egypt,  etc.).  And  to  confuse  thing  more,  one  "god"  may 
have  had  several  names  or  personalities  to  either  describe  different 
traits  or  just  because  it  seemed  logical  (to  the  Roman!). 

The  Bishop  of  Hippo  went  to  considerable  effort  to  challenge  that 
logic  and  described  the  convolutions  of  male  and  female  names  assoc- 
iated with  male/female  activities  or  physical  traits  as  proposed  in 
the  Roman  religion.  Jupiter  presented  such  a sex  reversal  when  the 
poet  Valerius  Soranus  described  the  deity  as  "progenitor"  and  "the 
mother  of  the  gods"  in  the  same  passage.  Others  claimed  "he  (Jupiter) 
is  also  called  Pecunia  because  all  things  belong  to  him."  It  seems 
the  Romans  were  rather  loose  in  their  theo-biology.  Jupiter  is  a 
deity  with  a split  personality  and  sexuality. 

To  keep  the  game  interesting,  pecunia  originally  meant  property  in 
terms  of  cattle,  then  property  or  wealth  of  any  kind.  It  is  to  be 
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remembered  that  Rome  followed  Greece  in  the  ci vi lizational  evolution 
of  Europe,  and  it  was  from  the  Greek  world  that  Europe  had  its  first 
coins.  Archaeology  has  uncovered  ingots  of  bronze  in  the  shape  of  ox 
hides  in  Greece  and  later  the  image  of  an  ox  appeared  on  early  Roman 
coinage  (aes  signatum).  The  author  Homer  reported  the  value  of 
slaves  in  terms  of  so  many  cattle,  whether  or  not  they  were  actually 
traded  it  is  clear  that  value  was  in  terms  of  what  was  valued  or  a 
representation  of  wealth. 

********************************************************************* 
MEXICAN  SOAP  CURRENCY 

We  found  the  town  full  of  troops  en  route  to  San  Luis  Potosi , and  had 
great  difficulty  in  finding  a corral  for  our  animals;  ourselves  we  were 
fain  to  stow  away  in  a loft  above  the  corral,  where,  among  soldiers  and 
arrieros,  we  passed  a flea  and  bug-ridden  night. 

There  was  nothing  eatable  in  the  house,  and  we  sallied  out  to  the  stall 
of  a tortillera  in  the  market-place,  where  we  took  a standing  supper  of 
frijoles  and  chile  as  usual.  On  presenting  a silver  dollar  in  payment, 
I received  eight  cakes  of  soap  in  change — current  coin  of  Queretaro. 

"Valgame  Dios!"  I exclaimed,  as  the  saponaceous  medium  was  piled  into 
my  sombrero. 

"Virgen  Purissima!  Ave  Maria!"  returned  the  unmoved  tortillera;  "y 
javon  el  mas  blando" — and  the  sofest  of  soap  too — she  added,  as  I 
eyed  the  curious  currency.  "Vaya." 

From  George  F.  Ruxton,  Adventures 
in  Mexico  and  the  Rocky  Mountains. 

New  York:  Harper  & Brothers, 

Publishers  1848.  p.  70. 

(Submitted  by  R.  J.  Hebert) 

********************************************************************** 
FERDINAND  & ISABELLA 


This  Double  Excel lente  of  Spain  that  was  struck  about  1492  shows  on  its 
obverse  King  Ferdinand  and  Queen  Isabella  facing  each  other.  On  the 
reverse  is  the  Spanish  Arms  and  the  Seville  mint  mark  with  the  large  S 
and  small  o below  and  with  a bolt  on  the  top. 

(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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A NUMISMATIC  FAMILY  TREE 


Ron  Hemeshen , Plumas3  Manitoba 3 Canada 3 NI  §2243 

I shall  describe  my  experience  preparing  two  numismatic  family  trees, 
a concept  I picked  up  in  the  numismatic  press.  I decided  to  prepare 
one  for  my  family  and  one  for  my  wife's.  Each  person's  birth  and 
death,  place  and  year,  would  be  represented  by  a pair  of  coins.  Since 
I wanted  to  display  each  in  a 12  x 16  in.  display  case,  space  limited 
each  tree  to  only  three  generations.  Since  several  of  the  oldest 
generation  were  immigrants  to  Canada,  the  tree  became  more  interesting 
with  a variety  of  countries  of  birth.  I used  regular  coinage,  but, 
where  everyone  was  born  in  the  same  country,  one  might  use  trade  dol- 
lars or  tokens  (of  the  city)  to  give  more  variety.  I tried  to  use  the 
largest  coins  I could  obtain,  since  they  would  be  easier  for  the  aver- 
age person  to  read.  However,  they  also  took  uo  more  space  in  the  dis- 
play case  - it  depends  on  how  many  people  you  have  in  each  generation. 

If  everyone  was  born  and  died  in  the  same  country,  probably  a variety 
of  denominations  would  be  more  interesting.  However,  copper  coins  are 
quite  dark  and  difficult  to  read  unless  BU.  A question  non-numismatists 
often  ask  is  "Which  coin  is  the  most  valuable?".  In  the  case  of  our 
two  trees,  it  happens  to  be  the  smallest  one,  a Canadian  silver  5 cents. 
This  usually  quite  surprises  them  as  many  of  the  coins  are  silver  dol- 
lars . 

Some  might  be  wondering  how  I mounted  the  coins.  I wanted  to  be  able 
to  pass  around  the  display  cases,  so  I had  to  come  up  with  a semi- 
permanent method  of  mounting  which  could  possibly  do  some  damage  to 
the  coins.  Certainly  a less  dangerous  method  could  be  used  if  the 
case  was  not  to  be  moved  or  if  you  were  prepared  to  remove  the  coins 
each  time.  The  cases  I bought  had  about  3/4  inch  cotton  batting  in 
the  bottom.  I decided  to  cover  the  cotton  totally  with  a sheet  of 
paper.  I drew  the  title,  lines  of  descent,  and  people's  names  on 
this  paper.  I decided  to  let  genealogy  take  precedence  to  numismtics 
in  this  case,  and  took  a chance  using  "fun-tac"  to  stick  the  coins  in 
place  on  the  paper.  Fun-tac  is  a sticky  plasticene-li ke  material  often 
used  in  schools  to  attach  posters  to  walls.  Its  advantage,  with  pos- 
ters, is  that  it  sticks  well  to  the  wall  and  paper,  yet  comes  off 
easily  when  you  want  to  remove  it.  It  may  do  some  chemical  damage  to 
the  coins,  but  that  was  a chance  I was  prepared  to  take.  Of  course, 
due  to  this  potential  for  damage,  I usually  limited  each  coin  to 
around  $10.  However,  I did  pay  $25  for  that  5d  silver,  which  brings 
me  to  some  of  the  particular  problems  I encountered. 

Why  did  that  particular  coin  have  to  be  more  expensive  and  yet  rather 
insignificant  looking?  Well,  there  was  no  Id  or  50d  made  in  Canada 
that  year  (1889),  and  the  10d  and  25 d were  even  more  expensive.  It 
might  have  surprised  some  less  experienced  people  that  not  every  de- 
nomination was  made  every  year,  as  is  usually  the  case  now,  and  it 
may  surprise  even  more  people  that  even  the  country  could  be  a problem. 
For  example,  my  brother-i n-law  was  born  in  W.  Germany  in  1953.  How- 
ever, the  Federal  Republic  of  Gernamy  did  not  produce  any  coins  in 
1953,  so  I settled  on  one  from  E.  Germany  ( GDR) . An  interesting 
problem  arose  with  my  wife's  paternal  grandfather  who  was  born  in 
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Belgium  in  1891.  It  happens  that  Belgium,  itself,  didn't  make  any 
coins  that  year.  However,  after  a bit  of  research,  I discovered  that 
the  Belgian  Congo  (now  Zaire)  did,  and  settled  for  that.  I had  a 
choice  to  make  for  the  birth  place  of  my  four  grandparents  who  were 
born  in  W.  Ukraine,  called  Galicia.  Today,  the  region  is  part  of  the 
U.S.S.R.,  but  in  the  late  19th  century,  when  they  were  born,  it  was 
part  of  the  Austro-Hungari an  Empire.  I decided  to  use  Austrian  coins 
for  my  paternal  grandparents  and  Russian  Empire  coins  for  my  maternal 
grandparents.  Here  a new  problem  arose  with  the  Russian  coins.  Al- 
though Russia  made  coins  in  the  year  of  my  maternal  grandfather's 
birth  (1876),  and  they  have  a low  SCWC  price,  I still  haven’t  been 
able  to  find  one  in  a couple  of  years  of  searching.  New  collectors 
might  again  be  surprised  that  an  apparently  inexpensive  coin  could  be 
so  hard  to  find.  It's  not  like  collecting  Canadian  or  American  coins 
which  are  almost  like  buying  groceries  off  the  shelf. 

In  any  case,  it's  been  a fun  project  to  do,  and  always  arouses  interest 
in  guests  to  our  home. 

********************************************* *************** *********** 


In  1861,  a gold  Double  Taler 
was  struck  in  Frankfurt,  Prussia, 
by  the  German  jeweler,  Korn, 
who  was  the  imperial  engraver 
of  France  at  the  time.  Herr 
Korn  seems  to  have  expected  an 
invasion  or  occupation  by  the 
French  of  his  Fatherland,  for 
the  coin  has  the  bust  of  Napol- 
eon III  of  France  on  its  obverse. 
When  Korn  returned  to  his  home 
in  Frankfurt,  the  Senate  there 
instituted  severe  disciplinary 
measures  against  him.  A very 
few  of  these  coins  were  struck 
in  gold,  although  the  records 
only  show  silver  and  tin  strik- 
ings.  The  gold  coins  are  37^ 
grains  of  gold  and  40mm  in 
diameter  with  a plain  edge. 

(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 

********************************************************************** 


A TRAITOR'S  GOLD 


GALLIENUS  NOT  SATURN:  J-P  Gamier,  writing  in  the  May  1987  issue  of 

a European  numismatic  journal  ( BSFN ) of  the  medals  cabinet  of  the 
Bibliotheque  National  in  Paris,  says  firmly  that  Gallienus's  Antioch 
Antoninianus  issues  with  Jupiter  on  rev.  is  Gallienus  himself  - not 
Jupiter.  The  Emp.  holds  an  "Ancus,  a sceptre  of  elephant  drivers  and 
a symbol  of  eternity".  ANS  NL  #119  of  March  1988,  entry  #219. 

(Submitted  by  Fred  Drost,  NLG,  NI-HLM) 
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NUMISMATIC  EXTRACTS  FROM  SELECTED  LITERATURE 


Cigarette  Money  in  Germany  c.  1945 


"The  mark  being  largely  useless  as  a medium  of  exchange  in  Germany 
after  1945,  substitutes,  as  ever,  came  into  use.  More  precisely,  there 
was  a return  to  one  of  the  classic  currencies  of  the  past,  namely 
tobacco.  This  was  now  available  in  a far  superior  form.  Instead  of 
leaf  passing  awkwardly  from  hand  to  hand  or  sometimes  suspect  warehouse 
certificate,  there  was  the  neatly  minted,  highly  standardized  cigarette. 
This  was  the  equivalent,  in  all  respects,  of  a well-considered  coinage. 
The  single  cigarette  was  excellent  small  change;  the  package  of  twenty 
and  the  carton  of  two  hundred  were  convenient  multiples  for  large  or 
major  transactions.  The  decimal  form  was  modified  but  not  to  the  point 
of  mathematical  difficulty.  Few  forms  of  money  in  history  have  been 
more  difficult  to  counterfeit.  None  had  within  it  such  an  excellent 
tendency  to  a self-regulation  of  its  value.  If  the  exchange  value  of 
cigarettes  had  a tendency  to  fall,  i.e.,  if  supply  was  too  great  and 
the  price  of  products  in  exchange  for  cigarettes  too  high,  there  was  a 
tendency  for  the  holder  of  this  coin  to  smoke  it  up  or  offer  it  to  his 
addicted  friends  rather  than  pass  it  on.  This  had  the  effect  of  re- 
ducing supply,  maintaining  value.  Some  abuse  came  from  the  collection 
of  discarded  butts  and  their  recycling  into  new  but  inferior  coin.  In 
1946,  in  the  washroom. .. (at  American  Military  Headquarters  in  Germany) 
was  a sign,  'Do  Not  Throw  Cigarette  Butts  in  the  Urinals.'  A soldier 
who  had  observed  t^e  diligence  with  which  these  were  sought  for  re- 
cycling had  appended  underneath,  the  further  explanation,  'It  Makes 
Them  Soggy  and  Hard  to  Smoke.'  However,  such  inferior  coin  could 
readily  be  recognized,  and  it  was  accepted  only  at  appropriate 
discount..."  


TURKISH  &>  DOMESTIC 

BLEND  I 


A Pack  of  Camels  - value  equal 
to  10  Allied  Marks  or  30  Ger- 
man Marks. 


Taken  from  Money:  Whence  it  Came, 
Where  it  Went,  by  John  Kenneth 
Galbraith,  Houghton  Mifflin  Co. 
Boston  1975,  pp  251. 

Editor:  Roger  deWardt  Lane,  who 

submitted  this  excerpt,  says  it 
brought  memories  of  his  years  in 
Occupied  Germany  in  1945-46  when 
he  used  three  types  of  currency: 
Allied  Marks,  1 mark  = 10  cents, 
and  with  the  currency  control  pass- 
book, all  saved  and  converted  to 
U.S.  Currency  when  he  shipped  home 
to  buy  his  first  automobile;  War- 
time German  Marks  - valueless  to 
the  G.I.  except  to  buy  local  German 
beer  and  a few  souvenirs;  and 
cigarettes  - used  on  the  black- 
market  or  traded  for  Allied  Marks 
and  used  to  buy  American  beer  in  the 
PX,  weekly  laundry  hand  washed  by  a 
German  housefrau  (one  pack,  a bar 
of  soap  and  a candy  bar  for  her 
kinder),  and  once  used  to  trade  for 
an  assorted  collection  of  European 
large  copper  coins  for  a buddy  who 
was  a coin  collector  back  in  the 
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Z ehn  Mark  Alliierte  Militarbehorde  - Pick  194 

states  (two  cartons  bought  a large  bag  full,  all  the  dealer  had,  and 
unfortunately  he  wasn't  interested  in  coins  in  those  days). 

He  also  remembers  that  there  always  was  a #10  tin  can  "with  that  sign" 
next  to  the  urinal  for  those  butts  being  recycled  by  the  washroom 
attendant. 

***************************************************************  ******* 
A GOLD  COIN  FOUND  IN  A RUINED  CITY  IN  MID-18TH  CENTURY  BRAZIL 


"One  of  our  companions,  called  Joao  Antonio,  found  in  the  ruins  of  a 
house  a gold  coin,  round,  and  larger  than  our  pieces  of  6$400.  On 
one  side  was  the  image  or  figure  of  a youth  on  his  knees,  and  on  the 
other  side  a bow,  a crown  and  an  arrow,  of  which  sort  (of  money)  we 
did  not  doubt  there  was  plenty  in  the  said  settlement  or  deserted  city, 
because  if  it  had  been  destroyed  by  some  earthquake,  the  people  would 
not  have  had  time  suddenly  to  put  their  treasure  in  safety.  But  it 
would  require  a strong  and  powerful  arm  to  examine  that  pile  of  ruins, 
buried  for  so  many  years,  as  we  saw." 

Taken  from  the  appendix  of  Volume 
II  of  Richard  F.  Burton's  Explor- 
ations of  the  Highlands  of  the 
Brazil  (London,  1869,  reprinted  in 
New  York  by  the  Greenwood  Press  in 
1969).  Burton  translated  the  1753 
account  from  the  Revista  Trimensal 
of  the  Instituto  Historico  e Geo- 
grafico  Brasileiro  (Rio),  July  21, 
1865. 

(Submitted  by  R.  J.  Hebert) 
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BOOK  NEWS  81  REVIEWS 


PARA-92.  By  Guvendik  Fisekcioglu.  72  pp.,  61/2x9  1/2  inches,  stiff  paper  covers. 
Available  from  G.  Fisekcioglu,  P.K.  665,  Sisli,  Istanbul,  Turkey  80225.  Price  is 
$12.50  postpaid. 

This  is  the  ninth  edition  of  this  excellent  annual  which  lists  all  coins,  banknotes,  tokens, 
and  medals  struck  and  issued  in  Turkey  since  Abdulmecid  (1839-61)  up  to  the  present 
day  Republican  period. 

In  this  new  edition,  the  four  Republican  coins  struck  in  1991  are  noted  and  the  Five 
commemorative  coins  in  the  second  table,  with  the  composition  of  the  mint  set  for  that 
year  are  shown.  The  new  serial  numbers  of  the  banknotes  also  are  listed. 

The  table  for  Abdulmecid  silver  coins  has  been  corrected  to  show  the  existence  of  the 
very  rare  2 kurus  regnal  year  21  which  had  been  unrecorded  at  the  mint. 

All  the  prices,  which  are  in  Turkish  lira,  have  been  adjusted  due  to  the  seventy  percent 
inflation  rate  but,  noting  that  the  rate  is  now  about  5000  lira  to  the  dollar,  the  values  have 
not  changed  much  from  the  last  issue,  Para-91. 

This  is  an  important  annual  reference  work  and  is  recommended  for  purchase. 

Reviewed  by  Kenneth  M.  MacKenzie. 


The  Standard  Catalogue  of  the  Canadian  Numismatic  Association's  Medals  and 
A wards.  By  R.  Brian  Cornwell.  68  pp.,  of  which  one  to  two  pages  is  devoted  to  each 
year's  CNA  convention  medal  by  giving  photographs, mintage,  and  valuations  for 
each  year's  medal.  Award  medals  are  also  catalogued.  A listing  of  the  recipients 
of  the  J.D.  Ferguson  Award  and  the  Royal  Canadian  Mint  Award  conclude  the  well 
done  booklet.  Price  is  $9.95  Canadian. 

Canadian  Communion  Tokens.  By  Robert  Wallace  McLachlan.  68  pp.  This  is  a 
reprint  of  McLachlan's  original  work  on  Canadian  Communion  tokens  which 
appeared  in  the  Canadian  Antiquarian  in  1891.  Price  is  $9.95  Canadian. 

Canadian  Communion  Tokens.  By  George  A.  MacLennan,  70  pp.  This  is  a reprint 
of  Rev.  George  MacLennan's  works,  The  Story  of  the  OldTime  Communion  Service 
and  Worship  and  The  Metallic  Communion  Tokens  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in 
Canada  1772.  Both  volumes  were  first  published  in  1924.  Photographs  of 
communion  tokens  are  given.  Price  is  $9.95  Canadian. 

The  Charlton  Standard  Catalogue  of  Canadian  Tire  Cash  Bonus  Coupons.  By  Ross 
Irwin.  52  pp.  This  catalogue  lists  and  illustrates  all  coupon  types  including  some 
of  the  important  varieties.  Coupons  are  priced  in  fine,  very  fine,  and  uncirculated. 
The  coupons  are  paper  script,  5tf,  10*!,  25tf,  50tf  and  $1.00,  given  out  with  purchases 
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at  the  store  as  discount  coupons.  The  coupons  can  be  spent  as  money  at  the 
Canadian  Tire  Stores  throughout  Canada  on  the  next  purchase.  Price  is  $9.95 
Canadian. 

The  above  catalogues  are  available  from  The  Charlton  Press,  15  Birch  Avenue, 
Toronto,  Ontario,  M4V  1E1,  Canada,  at  the  prices  listed  plus  $3.00  postage;  and 
Company  of  Adventurers,  c/o  Brian  Cornwell,  2010  Younge  Street,  Toronto, 
Ontario,  M4S  1Z9,  Canada,  postpaid  at  the  prices  listed. 

Reviewed  by  Jerry  Remick. 

**  ************************  *************************** ********  i^******** 

MOORCROFT'S  AND  TREBECK'S  NUMISMATIC  COMMENTS  OF  1819-1825 


(At  Pi ti , now  Spiti,  E subdivision  of  Kangra  district,  NE  Punjab, 
India).  Traffic  is  also  carried  on  chiefly  by  barter,  and  money  is 
almost  useless.  Salt,  wool,  tea,  turquoises,  sheep,  and  goats,  are 
imported  from  Chan-than,  and  are  paid  for  with  grain,  woollen  cloth, 
and  a few  horses.  From  Bisahar  and  Kulu  come  iron,  tobacco,  rice, 
dried  fruits,  teacups,  timber,  amber,  and  glass  beads  &c,  which  are 
paid  for  with  the  grain,  and  horses,  and  woollen  cloths  of  the  dis- 
trict, and  with  the  salt  and  wool  of  Chan-than,  although  the  latter 
is  an  illicit  export.  The  iron  and  metal  vessels  of  the  south  are 
sent  to  Le  in  exchange  for  tea,  coarse  cloth,  coral,  and  dyeing 
drugs,  &c.  A lead  mine  exists  at  Po,  but  it  is  worked  only  on 
account  of  the  Raja. 

Taken  from  p.  71,  part  II  of  William 
Moorcroft  and  George  Trebeck, 

Travels  in  the  Himalayan  Provinces 
of  Hindustan  and  the  Pane  ah;  in 
Ladakh  and  Kashmir;  in  Peshawar , 
Kabul,  Kunduz,  and  Bokhara.  Two 

volumes.  New  Delhi:  Sagar  Publi- 

cations 1971  reprint. 

(Submitted  by  R.  J.  Hubert) 

********************************************************************** 


THE  GENERAL  OF  NATO 


In  1952,  the  Netherlands  struck  10,000  silver  and  6 gold  medals  the 
size  of  the  U.S.  h dollar,  featuring  the  bust  of  Dwight  David  Eisen- 
hower as  the  general  of  NATO.  The  coins  were  struck  on  the  order  of 
the  Europa  Union,  Hesse  Chapter. 

(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 

Edward  J.  Moschetti , P.  0-  Box  4094,  Pittsburgh,  PA  15201:  I am  int- 

erested in  purchasing  Niue  Island  silver  and  gold  proof  coins,  all 
denominations.  Also  Marshall  Island  silver  and  gold  proof  coins  com- 
memorating "Greg  Louganis",  dated  1988.  Will  buy  for  cash  or  trade 
for  other  coins.  Please  send  your  list  of  offers  and  want  list. 

John  L.  Pieratt,  2635  S.  Hydraulic,  32C,  Wichita,  KS  67216:  Inform- 

ation and  photos  wanted  of  Vietnam  Movie  Money  used  during  motion 
pictures,  and  prop  money. 

Phil  Wing,  P.  0.  Drawer  58204,  Cincinnati,  OH  45258:  WANTED  - British 

Coins.  All  hammered  silver  and  gold  coins  Fine  and  Better.  All  sil- 
ver coins  1660-1760  VF  or  better.  All  gold  Guineas  VF  or  better. 

Will  buy  for  cash  or  trade  for  other  coins.  Please  send  or  write. 

NI  ATTRIBUTION  SERVICE:  The  NI  Attribution  Service  will  accept  items 

for  attribution.  Please  refer  to  page  201  of  the  September,  1990 
issue  for  rules  regarding  items  sent  in,  or  write  to  the  Chairman  of 
the  Attribution  Service  at  the  regular  Dallas  address  before  sending 
i terns . 

********************************************************************** 


FERDINAND  IV 


In  1793  a very  large  "Oncia  d'argento"  of  30  Tari  was  struck  in 
Palermo,  Sicily  for  Ferdinand  IV  of  Bourbon.  The  obverse  has  the  bust 
of  Ferdinand  while  the  reverse  has  the  Phoenix. 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 


24 


